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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can answer questions using specific details from an informational text. (RI.3.1) 

I can determine the meaning of unknown words in an informational text. (RI.3.4) 

I can document what I learn about a topic by taking notes. (W.3.8) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can answer questions about my freaky frog using evidence from the text. 

• I can record details about my freaky frog’s adaptations into categories on my Freaky Frog Research Matrix.  

• Questions from the Text 

• Freaky Frog Research Matrix 

 
 

Preparing for the Performance Task 

There are many decisions pertaining the Performance Task that need to be made upfront before getting too far into Unit 3. 

1. Decide on the medium for the trading card. Will students be using the template provided in Lesson 3? This option means students cut and paste their image 

onto the template and the paragraph is written on lined paper and attached to the back of the template. Or will a different design (layout) be offered? Can 

technology be considered for all parts of the trading card – both facts and image side and paragraph side? There are many variations and possibilities. 

2. Prepare technology for Lesson 4:  

- A few days from now, students will need access to computers and printers for this lesson. To prepare for this lesson, begin to arrange for computer access for 

students to search for freaky frog images.  

- Figure out a method for students to print their freaky frog images. 

- Consider bookmarking key research websites, with strong images, ahead of time for students. Please see Supporting Materials in Lesson 3 for a list of 

websites to consider and consider locating others. 

• Water-Holding Frog: www.animalsandearth.com/docs/thumb/59/19261-water-holding-frog-cyclorana-platycephala-underground-in-skin-before-rain-central-

australia.jpg ; http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cyclorana_platycephala.jpg 

• Amazon Horned Frog: http://www.flickr.com/photos/11014423@N07/8358293886/in/photolist-dJArzh-dJuZmM 

• Poison Dart Frog: http://bit.ly/1gO3Owk ; http://bit.ly/1fbdReX 

• Glass Frog: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Flickr_-_ggallice_-_Glass_frog_%284%29.jpg ;http://bit.ly/1eJlHYP 

 

http://www.animalsandearth.com/docs/thumb/59/19261-water-holding-frog-cyclorana-platycephala-underground-in-skin-before-rain-central-australia.jpg
http://www.animalsandearth.com/docs/thumb/59/19261-water-holding-frog-cyclorana-platycephala-underground-in-skin-before-rain-central-australia.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cyclorana_platycephala.jpg
http://www.flickr.com/photos/11014423@N07/8358293886/in/photolist-dJArzh-dJuZmM
http://bit.ly/1gO3Owk
http://bit.ly/1fbdReX
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Flickr_-_ggallice_-_Glass_frog_%284%29.jpg
http://bit.ly/1eJlHYP
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Engaging the Reader: Previewing the Lesson 

and Unpacking the Learning Targets (5 

minutes) 

2. Work Time  

A. Rereading and Looking for Evidence to 

Answer Questions (25 minutes) 

B. Organizing Information in a Freaky Frog 

Matrix (25 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Debrief: Learning Target Check (5 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Lesson 2 Homework 

• Lesson 10 includes learning targets from CCLS ELA L.3.2 (Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.) 

Depending upon the work done during the year within this standard, it may be necessary to 

supplement instruction with lessons related to capitalization of titles, and adding suffixes to 

base words. Additionally students would need experience with the use of spelling resources, 

primarily dictionaries (L.3.2g). 

• Review Science Talk protocol in preparation for the Science Talk in Lesson 3. 

• During Unit 3, students plan and write about their selected “freaky frog.” The spadefoot toad is used as the frog 

for all teacher modeling later in the unit. However, when a sample trading card is shown to students, it is on 

the bullfrog, a familiar frog. By not using the spadefoot toad, the teacher modeling done as students are doing 

the work on both sides of their trading card will feel more authentic. 

• In advance: Create a large chart of the Freaky Frog Research Matrix and identify one or two categories to fill in 

as a model for students or use the model provided in Supporting Materials. 

• In Lesson 4, students will find, select, and print images of freaky frogs to use on the Facts and Images side of 

their trading card. Please see Lesson 3 Supporting Materials: Websites for Freaky Frog Images Resource Page 

for sites to bookmark in advance or see the note on the previous page.  
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

evidence, record, matrix, adaptations, 

vivid, precise 

• Students’ freaky frog texts: “All about the Water-Holding Frog,” “The Amazon Horned Frog,” “Transparent Wonder” or 

“Poison Dart Frog” (from Lesson 1) 

• Questions from the Text (one per student for their frog) 

• Document camera 

• Freaky Frog Research Matrix anchor chart (new on the bullfrog; teacher-created; see Work Time B) 

• Freaky Frog Research Matrix recording form (one per student) 

• Students’ Freaky Frog recording forms (completed in Unit 2, Lessons 8–13) 

• Everything you need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery Creatures (book; one per student) 

• Lesson 2 Homework (one per student) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Alternate Questions from the Text (has sentence frames for answers) 

• Sample Answers to Questions from the Text (sample answers for teacher reference for each article) 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Reader: Previewing the Lesson and Unpacking the Learning Targets (5 minutes)  

• Gather students together and welcome them back. Post the first two learning targets: 

* I can answer questions about my freaky frog using evidence from the text. 

* I can record details about my freaky frog’s adaptations into categories on my Freaky Frog Research Matrix. 

• Remind students of all they have worked on so far as they have been learning about freaky frogs. Tell them that today they will 

have the opportunity to use what they’ve learned to answer questions in writing and to prepare for a Science Talk.  

• Remind students about the Science Talk they engaged in during Unit 1. Tell students that in this Science Talk they will share 

information they have learned about their freaky frog with others and ask questions of other students. Just like experts in the 

real world, they will participate in a conversation to expand their thinking about how freaky frogs survive, or live.  

• Explain though that they need to come to the Science Talk prepared for the important discussions. Part of today’s work will be 

to get them prepared for the Science Talk. 

• Making connections between 

past and present learning 

helps students solidify 

understandings. 

• Provide nonlinguistic 

symbols to support students’ 

understanding of words in 

the targets (i.e., a question 

mark for question). 

• In Module 1, Unit 1, there 

were definition cards with 

symbols for words like 

‘evidence’ and ‘detail.’ 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Rereading and Looking for Evidence to Answer Questions (25 minutes) 

• Students will be rereading their freaky frog text in order to answer text-dependent questions. Tell them this will help them to 

be even more prepared for the upcoming ScienceTalk. 

• At this point in the year, students are very aware of the benefit of pre-reading questions in advance of reading or rereading text. 

Students have read their freaky frog text a few times, most recently for homework. Make sure students have their freaky frog 

texts out. 

• Distribute the Questions from the Text for the respective frog texts. Since these texts are printed, students should be 

encouraged to annotate the text by underlining/circling or writing notes in the margins. Remind students to label evidence with 

the corresponding question number. Remind students that they are expected to reread their text as part of this work. 

• Allow students 20 minutes to reread and answer the text dependent questions. 

• Alternate text versions were 

provided in Lesson 1 

Supporting Materials that had 

the text chunked with gist 

boxes. 

B. Organizing Information in a Freaky Frog Matrix (25 minutes) 

• To prepare for the Science Talk, students will first complete a Freaky Frog Research Matrix recording form about the freaky 

frog they selected. Refer to the second learning target and review that the word matrix is “a tool to organize information.” 

Students used this matrix for their work with bullfrogs in Unit 1.  

• Display the Freaky Frog Research Matrix anchor chart. Remind students that they have worked with the matrix as an 

organizational tool during Unit 1. But in this lesson, they will complete the matrix based on the expert freaky frog they selected 

(glass frog, water-holding frog, Amazon horned frog, or poison dart frog). 

• Inform the students that they will be using the Research Matrix to organize their information but that they will need to focus on 

the most important information they have learned about their freaky frog. 

• Ask students to turn and tell a partner what they notice about the Research Matrix. Solicit a few ideas from students. If students 

have not already noticed, identify the familiar language of the category labels: habitat, life cycle, predators and prey, behaviors, 

and physical attributes. They have been working with this key vocabulary throughout the module (for example, habitat is “where 

something lives”).  

• Also review the phrase vivid and precise words and phrases. Vivid words are those that make something come alive and that 

often sound rich and engaging. Precise words are words that are exact and specific. 

• Add nonlinguistic symbols to 

the Freaky Frog Research 

Matrix to help clarify the 

categories.  

• Consider allowing students to 

work with a partner who 

selected the same expert freaky 

frog while planning and 

choosing details. Each student 

should complete their own 

organizer and write their own 

list of facts in the next session, 

but the thinking work could be 

done in pairs. This support will 

be beneficial for all students. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Briefly model 1-2 examples based using the bullfrog.  A conversation might sound like: “I know the bullfrog lives in places with 

slow moving water, so I’m going to write that in the category called Habitat. In the next box over, I’m going to try to brainstorm 

vivid and precise words to describe aspects of the bullfrog’s habitat. I know a precise word is bayou, I could also write the words 

duckweed and Spanish moss. Follow up with, “I know that the bullfrog uses it front legs and eyeballs to help it eat so I’m going to 

write that information in the category Physical Characteristics. I know that a vivid phrase I can use is bulging eyeballs.  

• Briefly review the other categories on the matrix so students are clear about what information they should write about their 

freaky frog. Check for understanding with the task overall: Ask students to show how well they understand the task with a 

thumbs-up, thumbs-sideways, or thumbs-down. Clarify the task as necessary.  

• Remind students that they have three resources to refer to get their information: 

– Their Freaky Frog recording forms (for their frog; completed in Unit 2, Lessons 8–13)  

– The Everything you need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery Creatures text (poison dart frog experts also 

have the two additional texts) 

– Their frog text (from Lesson 1).  

• Distribute the Freaky Frog Research Matrix recording forms to each student. Give students 20 minutes to work on their 

matrix. Students may work with a partner who has selected the same expert frog. Confer with students and provide guidance as 

needed.  

• Allow ELLs and other students 

to use pictures and symbols as 

necessary on their recording 

forms.  
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief: Learning Target Check (5 minutes) 

• Gather students back together as a group with students bringing their Research Matrix with them. Refer back to the learning 

targets for the lesson. Use a simple sharing protocol like Fist-to-Five or Thumb-o-Meter for students to report on their level of 

success with the learning targets. 

• Ask students to use their Research Matrix to answer the following question: 

* “Based on what you have recorded on your Research Matrix, what one thing do you think is most important to your frog’s 

survival and why?” 

• Allow students to share out with a peer sitting next to them, and then cold call a few students to share with the whole class.  

• Allowing students to share in 

small groups provides the 

opportunity for all students to 

share their voices. 

 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Complete the 3-2-1 Exit Ticket. 
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Questions from the Text: Poison Dart Frog 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

1. Reread this sentence: “Small pores all over the frog’s skin secrete this colorless, 

odorless poison.” In your own words, tell what the word “secretes” means. How did 

you figure it out?  

 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Describe two specific details about the poison dart frog’s poison.  
 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How is the poison dart frog more “bold” or brave than other animals? Give specific 

details from the text to support your answer.  

 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 
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 Questions from the Text: The Glass Frog 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

1. Reread this sentence: “That’s because the glass frog is almost completely 

transparent.” In your own words, tell what the word “transparent” means. How did 

you figure it out?  
 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Describe the physical characteristics of the glass frog. Give specific details from the 

text to support your answer. 
 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 
 

3. How do glass frogs keep their eggs safe? Give specific details from the text to 

support your answer.  
 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 
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 Questions from the Text: The Amazon Horned Frog 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

1. Reread the sentence from the “Predators and Prey” section: “They can catch their 

prey by ambushing it.” In your own words, tell what the word “ambushing” means. 

How did you figure it out?  

 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What are three special physical characteristics about the Amazon horned frog? Use 

specific details from the text to support your answer.  

 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Is it easy or difficult for the Amazon horned frog to find food? Use specific details 

from the text to support your answer.  

 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 
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 Questions from the Text: The Water-Holding Frog 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

1. Reread the sentence: “Once underground, the frog will surround itself in a dead-skin 

cocoon.” In your own words, tell what the word “cocoon” means. How did you figure 

it out?  

 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Describe three things about the water-holding frog’s physical characteristics. Use 

specific details from the text to support your answer.  

 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How does the water-holding frog survive in the desert?  

 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 
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Questions from the Text: Poison Dart Frog (Alternate) 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

1. Reread this sentence: “Small pores all over the frog’s skin secrete this colorless, 

odorless poison.” In your own words, tell what the word “secretes” means. How did 

you figure it out? 
 

 

I think the word ‘secretes’ means __________________________. 
 

I think this because ___________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________. 

 

2. Describe two specific details about the poison dart frog’s poison.  

 

 

One thing I know about a poison dart frog’s poison from reading text is  
 

_________________________________________________. 
 

Another thing I know is that  _____________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________. 
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Questions from the Text: Poison Dart Frog (Alternate) 

 

3. How is the poison dart frog more “bold” or brave than other animals? Give specific 

details from the text to support your answer.  
 

 

According to the text, the evidence that a poison dart frog is more bold  

than other animals is __________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________. 
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Questions from the Text: The Glass Frog (Alternate) 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

1. Reread this sentence: “That’s because the glass frog is almost completely 

transparent. In your own words, tell what the word “transparent” means. How did 

you figure it out?  
 

 

I think the word ‘transparent means _______________________. 
 

I think this because ___________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________. 

 

2. Describe the physical characteristics of the glass frog. Give specific details from the 

text to support your answer. 
 

 

 

One physical characteristic of the glass frog is it   _______________ 
 

________________________________________________. 
 

Another physical characteristic is __________________________ 
 

________________________________________________. 
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Questions from the Text: Poison Dart Frog (Alternate) 

 
 

3. How do glass frogs keep their eggs safe? Give specific details from the text to 

support your answer.  
 

 

The way glass frogs keep their eggs safe is  ____________________ 
 

_________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________. 
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 Questions from the Text: The Amazon Horned Frog (Alternate) 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

1. Reread the sentence from the “Predators and Prey” section: “They can catch their 

prey by ambushing it.” In your own words, tell what the word “ambushing” means. 

How did you figure it out?  

 
 

I think the word ‘ambush’ means  _________________________. 
 

In the text it said _____________________________________ 
 

_________________________. This made me think _________ 
 

________________________________________________. 

 

2. What are two special physical characteristics about the Amazon horned frog? Use 

specific details from the text to support your answer.  
 

 

One physical characteristic of the Amazon horned frog is __________   
 

________________________________________________. 
 

Another physical characteristic is __________________________ 
 

________________________________________________. 
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Questions from the Text: The Amazon Horned Frog (Alternate) 

 

3. Is it easy or difficult for the Amazon horned frog to find food? Use specific details 

from the text to support your answer.  

 
 

It is ____________________ for the Amazon horned frog to find  
 

food. I know this because in the text it said ___________________ 
 

________________________________________________. 
 

I also read that ______________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________. 
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 Questions from the Text: The Water-Holding Frog (Alternate) 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

1. Reread the sentence: “Once underground, the frog will surround itself in a dead-skin 

cocoon.” In your own words, tell what the word “cocoon” means. How did you figure 

it out?  

 

I think the word ‘cocoon’ means  __________________________. 
 

In the text it said _____________________________________ 
 

_________________________. This made me think _________ 
 

________________________________________________. 

 

2. Describe two things about the water-holding frog’s physical characteristics. Use 

specific details from the text to support your answer.  
 

 

One physical characteristic of the water-holding frog is ___________   
 

________________________________________________. 
 

Another physical characteristic is __________________________ 
 

________________________________________________. 
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Questions from the Text: The Water-Holding Frog (Alternate) 

 

3. How does the water-holding frog survive in the desert?  
 

 

I think the word ‘ambush’ means  _________________________. 
 

In the text it said _____________________________________ 
 

_________________________. This made me think _________ 
 

________________________________________________. 
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Questions from the Text: Poison Dart Frog 

Sample Answers 

 

 

1. Reread this sentence: “Small pores all over the frog’s skin secrete this colorless, 

odorless poison.” In your own words, tell what the word “secretes” means. How did 

you figure it out?  

I think the word “secretes” means release through the skin, like come out or leak out. 

I can tell the word is a verb. This would mean that the colorless, odorless poison 

comes out of the skin. 

 

2. Describe two specific details about the poison dart frog’s poison.  

The poison dart frog’s poison is used as protection. Their poison is very deadly, 20 
times more deadly than any other frog. The poison is a chemical. One drop of a 
poison dart frog’s poison can kill a human. Choco hunters use the poison on their 
darts to use when they hunt. 

 

3. How is the poison dart frog more “bold” or brave than other animals? Give specific 

details from the text to support your answer.  

The poison dart frog is bold by not trying to escape or hide from a predator that 
comes near it. 
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 Questions from the Text: The Glass Frog 

Sample Answers 

 

 

1. Reread this sentence: “That’s because the glass frog is almost completely 

transparent.” In your own words, tell what the word “transparent” means. How did 

you figure it out?  
 

The word “transparent” means clear or see through. The text said that a glass frog 
sitting on a leaf would be invisible because it’s transparent. In paragraph 2, it says 
that glass frogs have “see-though skin.” 

 

2. Describe the physical characteristics of the glass frog. Give specific details from the 

text to support your answer. 
 

Glass frogs are green on top of their body. They have gold colored eyes. Glass 
frogs are usually very small, some are no bigger than an almond. On their underside, 
you can see right through their skin. That means you can see their insides – their 
hearts, stomachs, blood, and bones. 

 
 

3. How do glass frogs keep their eggs safe? Give specific details from the text to 

support your answer.  
 

To keep their eggs safe, glass frogs lay their eggs on the underside, or bottom, of a 
leaves that hang over water. The eggs can’t be seen on the underside of the leaves. 
When the eggs hatch, the tadpoles drop into the water. 
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 Questions from the Text: The Amazon Horned Frog 

Sample Answers 

 

 

1. Reread the sentence from the “Predators and Prey” section: “They can catch their 

prey by ambushing it.” In your own words, tell what the word “ambushing” means. 

How did you figure it out?  

I think the word “ambushing” might mean attacking or sneaking up on. The text said 
that Amazon horned frogs ambush their prey which means they surprise them 
somehow. The text said they hide under leaves and wait until their prey comes 
along and then they attack it. 

 

2. What are three special physical characteristics about the Amazon horned frog? Use 

specific details from the text to support your answer.  

Amazon horned frogs can be as long as 8 inches long. They are very round. They 
have very large mouths. Females are usually tan but males are different shades of 
green. Amazon horned frogs have “horns” above their eyes that stick up and are 
pointed. 

 

 

3. Is it easy or difficult for the Amazon horned frog to find food? Use specific details 

from the text to support your answer.  

It is easy for the Amazon horned frog to find food. The text says that Amazon horned 
frogs eat almost anything. Plus they have a very large mouth which means they can 
a lot of different things. They have sharp teeth which help them kill and eat their prey. 
They can hide in the leaves and ambush prey that comes along.  
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 Questions from the Text: The Water-Holding Frog 

Sample Answers 

 

 

1. Reread the sentence: “Once underground, the frog will surround itself in a dead-skin 

cocoon.” In your own words, tell what the word “cocoon” means. How did you figure 

it out?  

 

I think a cocoon is something that goes around the frog because the sentence had 

the word “surround” and the text said the cocoon helps keep the frog the water 

inside its body. 

 
 

2. Describe three things about the water-holding frog’s physical characteristics. Use 

specific details from the text to support your answer.  

 

Water-holding frogs are gray, brown or green but they have a white belly. Their 

bodies are thick and they have wide heads. They have warts (little bumps) all over 

their body. 

 

3. How does the water-holding frog survive in the desert?  

 

During the dry season, the water-holding frog survives in the deserts of Australia by 

storing water in its bladder and in pockets in its skin. After storing water, it digs a 

hole deep in the ground and stays there until the rains come again. 
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Freaky Frog Research Matrix 
 

Category My freaky frog is the:  

 

Vivid / Precise Words 

and Phrases 

Habitat   

Life Cycle   

Predators 

and Prey 
  

Behaviors   

Physical 

Attributes 
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Freaky Frog Research Matrix 

Bullfrog Sample 
 

Category My freaky frog is the:  

 

Vivid Words and 

Phrases 

Habitat Places with slow moving water, like bayous bayou 

Spanish moss 

duckweed 

Life Cycle Egg to tadpole to froglet to adult frog 

Eggs laid near plants in water 

froglet 

Predators 

and Prey 
Predators: black-crowned heron and man 

Can hop into water to escape predator 

 

Prey: crayfish, moths, small frogs, mice 

Sticky tongue to catch prey 

 

Behaviors Croaks  

Uses a calling site to call for a mate 

Fights other males 

Hops, climbs, swims 

 

Bwroom 

Springs forward 

Silently awaits 

Physical 

Attributes 
Longer back legs 

Webbed feet 

Smooth green skin 

Spotted  

Bulging eyeballs 

Long, sticky tongue 
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Lesson 2 Homework 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

Complete the 3-2-1. 

 
Name 3 physical characteristics of your freaky frog. 
 
1. ______________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________ 

 
Name 2 precise words that fit your freaky frog well. 
 
1. ______________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________ 

 
Name 1 prey or predator of your freaky frog. 
 
1. ______________________________________________ 

    (circle which : prey / predator) 

 


